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What are some general things you should know about research studies? 
 
You are being asked to take part in a research study. Your participation in this study is 
voluntary. You have the right to be a part of this study, to choose not to participate, or to stop 
participating at any time without penalty. The purpose of research studies is to gain a better 
understanding of a certain topic or issue. You are not guaranteed any personal benefits from 
being in a study. Research studies also may pose risks to those that participate. In this consent 
form you will find specific details about the research in which you are being asked to participate. 
If you do not understand something in this form it is your right to ask the researcher for 
clarification or more information. A copy of this consent form will be provided to you. If at any 
time you have questions about your participation, do not hesitate to contact the researcher(s) 
named above. 
 
What is the purpose of this study? 
 
North Carolina State University (NCSU) and the Nature Research Center (part of the North 
Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences, Raleigh) are conducting a survey to determine the 
overall diversity of arthropods (insects, spiders, and their relatives) occurring inside people’s 
homes. We will use arthropod specimens collected in homes, along with observations about the 
physical characteristics of houses and behaviors of their residents, to understand the factors 
influencing the diversity of arthropods in our homes. The goals of this study are to better 
understand the arthropod fauna in homes and the variables that affect these animal 
communities. 
 
What will happen if you take part in the study? 
 
If you agree to participate in this study, you will be asked to complete a questionnaire about 
your home and its residents (We anticipate this will take about 20 minutes to complete). Two to 
three study staff will visit your home for a 2-3 hour period at a pre-arranged time when you are 
present to sample dead and living insects (and their relatives) that they visually observe within 
each room of your home. They will vacuum sample 0.5 m2 area of floor in the master bedroom 
(to sample for dust mites), and will also collect arthropods from the outside surface of your 
home and in soil collected near the foundation. The sampling team may also take notes and 
photographs related to characteristics of your home, sampling procedures used, and the insects 
they observe there. 
 
Risks 
 
Although unlikely, some participants may become uncomfortable learning if and where 
researchers locate arthropods in their home that are known to be pests or harmful to human 
health. We will provide all participants with a list of the arthropods that we identify in their homes 



as well as referrals to professionals who can make recommendations about management 
options should pest or harmful species be identified.  
 
Benefits 
 
You and other household members may benefit from the knowledge we gain about insects in 
your home, be they helpful, harmful or benign. Please note that our surveys are not a substitute 
for those performed by trained pest control professionals. 
 
Confidentiality 
 
The information in the study records will be kept confidential to the full extent allowed by law. 
Data will be stored securely in password-encrypted files, only accessible by researchers 
performing the study. No reference will be made in oral or written reports that could link you to 
the study. 
 
Compensation 
 
You will receive no monetary compensation for participating in this study. We will provide you 
with a personalized list of arthropods present in your home as well as a small token of 
appreciation (e.g., an insect-themed magnet, mug, t-shirt, etc.). If you withdraw from the study 
prior to its completion, you will receive only the information that has been collected up to that 
point. 
 
What if you have questions about this study? 
 
If you have questions at any time about the study or the procedures, you may contact the 
researcher, Rob Dunn at 127 David Clark Labs, Box 7617, NCSU Campus, Raleigh, NC 27695, 
by phone at 919-513-7569, or by email at rrdunn@ncsu.edu. 
 
What if you have questions about your rights as a research participant? 
 
If you feel you have not been treated according to the descriptions in this form, or your rights as 
a participant in research have been violated during the course of this project, you may contact 
Deb Paxton, Regulatory Compliance Administrator, Box 7514, NCSU Campus (919-515-4514). 
 
Consent To Participate 
 
“I have read and understand the above information. I have received a copy of this form. I agree 
to participate in this study with the understanding that I may choose not to participate or to stop 
participating at any time without penalty or loss of benefits to which I am otherwise entitled.” 
 
 
________________________________________________ __________________ 
Subject's signature       Date 
 
________________________________________________ __________________ 
Investigator's signature      Date 


